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History of Semi-annual Reporting (SAR)

Short Federal History



2002: Budget trailer bills AB 444 and AB 692, 
establish a modified quarterly reporting 
system in California; implementation is 
complete by Spring of 2004. 

2002-07: USDA continues to support the 
implementation of simplified reporting 
across the country; a number of states 
begin the transition. 

History of SAR in California



History of SAR Continued

Taken from September 22, 2009 correspondence from USDA FNS to CDSS (addressed to Ms. Charr Lee Metsker) 
regarding Waiver 2030030, extension of waivers to administer modified quarterly reporting.  

2007: In correspondence to USDA CDSS states their 
intention to move to SAR/simplified reporting in 
the future, but requests approval for a waiver 
extension of the current quarterly reporting 
system; a two year extension is granted.



2007-2009: CDSS continues to operate a 
quarterly reporting system, despite several 
legislative attempts to move to SAR.

August 2009: California submits to USDA a 
request for a four year waiver extension to 
continue operating the current quarterly 
reporting system. 
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History of SAR Continued

September 2009:
Advocates from 
across the state 
submit a letter to 
USDA denouncing 
CDSS’s request for a 
waiver extension of 
the current quarterly 
reporting system; 
Advocates ask that 
the request be 
denied.



September 2009: USDA denies California’s request to 
extend the current quarterly reporting waiver. Instead, 
USDA offers a 6 month extension on the condition that 
CDSS submit a plan within that 6 months outlining a 
move to simplified reporting. 

History of SAR Continued

Taken from September 22, 2009 correspondence from USDA FNS to CDSS (addressed to Ms. Charr Lee Metsker) 
regarding Waiver 2030030, extension of waivers to administer modified quarterly reporting.  



December 2009: AB 1642 (Beall) is introduced as a 
legislative vehicle to implement SAR

January 2010: Dept. of Defense (DOD) 
appropriations funds are made available for 
improving the Food Stamp Program. 
Governor’s proposed budget includes use 
of the $30 million to “replace” previously 
allocated state Food Stamp dollars, therefore 
backfilling the state General Fund
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April 2010: USDA accepts CDSS’s plan and grants a 12 
month waiver extension to carry out the plan. USDA 
will check-in on CDSS’s progress in April of 2011.

History of SAR Continued

Taken from correspondence dated April 5, 2010 from USDA FNS to CDSS (addressed to Mr. John Wagner) regarding  
California’s plan to convert to SAR and the necessary waiver extension. 



April 2010 to Present: 

• Advocates continued to voice concern over the misuse 
of the $30 million in DOD funds, yet a budget is passed 
with the DOD funds “replacing” previously allocated 
Food Stamp dollars in the General Fund. 

• AB 1642 did not make it through appropriations and 
the legislative vehicle to implement SAR, a necessary 
component of CDSS’s plan, is lost.

• Assembly Member Fuentes has introduced CalFresh 
legislation, which includes a move to SAR

• Today- Advocates launch a campaign for SAR 
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• February 2010: CDSS submits a plan to move 
to SAR. The plan is contingent on state 
statutory change to implement SAR. 

History of SAR Continued

Taken from correspondence dated February 11, 2010 from CDSS to USDA FNS  (addressed to Mr. Stewart) regarding the 
request for a four year extension of waiver #2030030 and the subsequently requested plan to move to simplified 
reporting (SAR). 



Questions about semi-annual 
reporting in California? 
Contact: Alexis Fernandez at 

510-433-1122 x 111 or alexis@cfpa.net
Visit: http://www.cfpa.net/foodstamps/semi-annual.html  

mailto:alexis@cfpa.net

