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What	to	Expect	when	You	Are	Expec3ng	Bad	News	
	

•  Block	Grant	Set	Below	Current	Funding?	
	
•  Increased	Work	Requirements?	
	
•  Eligibility	Cuts?	
	
•  Increased	SLgma?		



Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 

cbpp.org 

The	Threat	from	the	House	
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The Threat from the Administration 
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Eliminate	SNAP’s	ability	to	respond	automaLcally	to	the	
increased	need	that	results	from:	
	

–  Rising	poverty	and	unemployment	during	economic	downturns	
•  NaLonally	
•  Regionally	across	states	or	within	states			

–  Natural	disasters	
–  Rising	food	prices	
–  Differences	in	local	safety	net	support	
–  Reaching	more	eligible	people,	e.g.	seniors	
	

States	would	shiZ	funds	from	food	to	other	purposes	
	
	

	
	
	

Block	Grant	Would	Be	the	End	of	SNAP	
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How	States	Spent	Federal	and	State	TANF	Funds	in	2015	
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Only	62%	is	spent	on	
core	acLviLes:		cash,	
work,	child	care	and	
admin.	
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Increased	Work	Requirements	

Of	course,	that’s	in	addiLon	to	exisLng	work	requirements:	
•  Work	registraLon	and	responsibiliLes	
•  Employment	and	training	
•  Three	month	limit	to	benefits	for	unemployed	workers	without	
children	
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Time	Limit	Does	Not	Lead	to	More	Work	
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But	Does	Lead	to	Caseload	Decline	
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But	There’s	Another	Side	to	The	Story	–		
And	We’ve	Got	to	Tell	It	

•  SNAP	is	Important	
•  SNAP	is	EffecLve	and	Efficient	
•  SNAP	Supports	Work	
•  SNAP	Cannot	Be	Cut	Without	HurLng	Eligible	Families	
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SNAP is Important Because it Puts Food on the Tables of Low-income 
Households 
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SNAP	is	Important	in	Figh3ng	Poverty	

SNAP	kept	millions	out	of	
poverty	and	deep	
poverty	–	half	the	
poverty	level	–	in	2012	
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SNAP	is	Important	Because	it	Responds	Quickly	to	Need	

Number	of	Eligible	and	
ParLcipaLon	Rate	rose	
during	and	aZer	the	
Recession	
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SNAP	is	Efficient	and	Effec3ve	

SNAP	Caseloads	are	
Falling	in	Most	States	
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SNAP	is	Not	Growing	Out	of	Control	
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SNAP	Supports	Work	

SNAP	Work	Rates	
Have	Risen,	Especially	
Among	Households	
With	Children	and	
Adults	Who	Could	Be	
Expected	to	Work	
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Time	Limits	for	Unemployed	Adults	Have	Returned	in	
Most	Places	

Twenty one states 
reimplemented the time 
limit for unemployed 
adults in 2016 
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You	Can’t	Cut	SNAP	Without	Hur3ng	Eligible	Families	
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Address	food	insecurity.	The	next	administraLon	should	pursue	and	expand	innovaLve	models	to	address	
childhood	food	insecurity.	This	means	improving	benefits	in	and	access	to	the	federal	nutriLon	programs.	The	
SNAP	program	is	a	crucial	anL-hunger	program,	boosLng	food	security,	health,	and	economic	security.	But	its	
benefits,	based	on	the	ThriZy	Food	Plan,	need	to	be	increased	to	provide	families	resources	to	obtain	an	
adequate,	healthy	diet	throughout	the	month.	This	inadequacy	needs	to	be	addressed.	It	is	important	as	well	to	
increase	parLcipaLon	in	SNAP	among	underserved	groups	such	as	low-income	working	families.	Given	the	nexus	
between	malnutriLon	and	health	(in	parLcular,	rates	of	obesity),	the	next	administraLon	should	seek	to	maintain	
and	enhance	linkages	between	nutriLon	programs	run	by	USDA	and	health	programs,	such	as	Medicaid,	
administered	by	the	Centers	for	Medicare	and	Medicaid	Services	(CMS).	For	example,	adjuncLve	eligibility	
between	Medicaid	and	WIC	must	be	maintained.	Similarly,	virtually	all	children	enrolled	in	SNAP	are	financially	
eligible	for	Medicaid,	yet	some	miss	out,	and	others	fall	through	the	cracks	when	their	eligibility	needs	to	be	
renewed.	Renewing	Medicaid	eligibility	at	the	same	Lme	that	families	are	re-cerLfied	for	SNAP	as	part	of	a	
coordinated	process	could	help	ensure	conLnuous	enrollment	in	both	programs.	USDA	and	HHS	could	work	to	set	
performance	targets	for	states	and	to	promote	this	goal	of	a	strong	start	for	low-income	infants	and	toddlers.	For	
each	of	these	efforts,	USDA	should	work	to	engage	pediatricians	in	models	to	address	and	reduce	food	insecurity.		
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Others	Are	Telling	a	Different	Story	

68 





Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 

cbpp.org 

 
 
 

Ques3ons?	
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