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AB 164 would: 
• Create a flexible structure to 

respond to emerging needs with 
EBT food benefits 

• Utilize existing systems so that 
the State could provide food 
assistance for emergencies, 
supplemental needs, or federal 
ineligibility 

•  Benefits issued through this 
structure would be contingent 
upon specific budget allocations 



“We have been buying water for years because the water is contaminated with arsenic. Every week I buy 10-15 
gallons of water with our CalFresh benefits so my daughters have safe water to drink. As a single mother, I work hard 
to provide for my family... I wish our state leaders would do more to support families like mine.”			Paula Diaz, Arvin, CA  	

•  More than 44,000 disadvantaged 
Californians are served by failing small 
water systems. They pay for water 
twice- in their utility bill and at the store. 

•  CFPA is advocating for temporary, 
emergency supplemental CalFresh 
benefits for residents whose drinking 
water poses a serious health threat. 

 Budget Advocacy:  
   Invest in Safe Water  

 for CalFresh Families 



SB	138	would	more	effec3vely		
iden3fy	low-income	students	and	
increase	access	to	school	meals	
by:		
•  Ensuring	that	Medi-Cal	data	is	used	
statewide	to	directly	cerLfy	income-
eligible	children	for	free	and	reduced-
price	school	meals	

• Maximizing	this	enrollment	boost	by	
calling	on	very	high	poverty	schools	to	
use	a	federal	universal	meal	provision	
to	serve	school	breakfast	and	lunch	
free	to	all	students	
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