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Why the Farm Bill Matters for 
California 

•  Key investments in nutrition and 
agriculture 

o  SNAP/CalFresh 

o  Set to expire 10/2018 

 

•  Vital food and funding stream for core 
programs 

o  The Emergency Food Assistance 
Program (TEFAP) 

o  Commodity Supplemental Food 
Program (CSFP) 

 



The Economic Value of SNAP 
  

•  Over 4M Californians receive SNAP 

 

•  $6.5B in annual benefits 

 

•  $11.7B in total economic activity 

 

•  Supports over 65,000 jobs 
 

 

 

Source: California Budget and Policy Center, CalFresh Data by Congressional District 2017-2018 (Projected) 

 

 

 

 
 



Take Action: Strategies to Protect 
and Strengthen SNAP 



Highlight the Value of SNAP in the Media 



Show SNAP’s Value in Every Community 



Highlight the Local Impact of Program Cuts 



The Value of SNAP in Times of Disaster 



Organize and Attend Events in Your Community  
(Don’t Forget to Invite Your Member of Congress!) 

 



Organize and Attend Events in Your Community  
(Don’t Forget to Invite Your Member of Congress!) 

 



Engage Food Bank Staff, Volunteers and Board 
members on SNAP and the Farm Bill	



Engage Food Bank Staff, Volunteers and Board 
members on SNAP and the Farm Bill	



Pivot to the Positive: 
SNAP New Year’s Resolution Campaign 



Advocate for Legislation that Strengthens SNAP 

H.R. 1276 – The Closing the Meal Gap Act of 2017  

–  A bill that seeks to improve and strengthen SNAP 

–  Addresses benefit adequacy and improves SNAP connections to work  

–  26 co-sponsors from California!  

Image	source:	Food	Research	and	Action	Center	



H.R. 1276 –  11 Key Targets Still Left 

•  District 7 – Ami Bera (D) 

•  District 9 – Jerry McNerney (D) 

•  District 12 – Rep. Nancy Pelosi 
(D) 

•  District 16 – Rep. Jim Costa (D) 

•  District 20 – Jimmy Panetta (D) 

•  District 35 – Rep. Norma Torrres 
(D) 

	

•  District 36 – Rep. Raul Ruiz (D) 

•  District 43 – Rep. Maxine Waters (D) 

•  District 44 – Rep. Nanette Barragán 
(D) 

•  District 46 – Rep. J. Louis Correa (D) 

•  District 52 – Rep. Scott Peters (D) 



Materials and Resources 
Visit CAFB’s Federal Policy Resource Page  
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