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Imagine	a	World	Where	Nothing	is	
Happening	in	DC.	.	.		
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SNAP	is	Efficient	and	Effective	

SNAP	Caseloads	are	
Falling	in	Most	States	
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SNAP	responds	to	the	economy	

4 



Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 

cbpp.org 

SNAP	Fights	Poverty	

SNAP	kept	millions	out	of	
poverty	and	deep	
poverty	–	half	the	
poverty	level	–	in	2012	
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SNAP Puts Food on the Tables of Low-income Households 
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SNAP Improves Health and Reduces Health Care Costs 

7 



Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 

cbpp.org 

 
Back to Reality. 
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Federal: 
What to Expect when You Are Expecting Bad News 

 
•  Block Grant Set Below Current Funding? 
 
•  Increased Work Requirements? 
 
•  Eligibility Cuts? 
 
•  Increased Stigma?  

No 
 
No (not yet!) 
 
No (not yet!) 
 
Unfortunately, yes 
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The 
Administration’s 

Priorities:  
Cuts and Work 
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The Farm Bill Priorities: Cuts and Work 
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2017 State Priorities:  Cuts and Work  



Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 

cbpp.org 

State Proposals to Weaken SNAP 
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•  Prohibit state from providing food assistance to unemployed adults in areas 
without jobs 
(prohibit waiving ABAWD time limit) 

•  Cut off poor families who work more  (end broad-based categorical eligibility) 
•  Push Families  
•  Require poor households to fill out unnecessary paperwork 
•  Increase state bureaucracy to process piles of paperwork (unnecessary 

verifications) 
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Priority:  Unemployed Childless Adults 
 

“I	think	that	one	major	change	you	
will	probably	definitely	see	in	that	
Farm	bill	is	to	remove	those	waivers	
for	able-bodied	adults	without	
dependents,	and	it’s	become	a	
lifestyle	for	some	people	.	.		
	
Our	goal	is	to	help	people	get	a	job	
and	to	be	part	of	the	economy.”	

-	Secretary	of	Agriculture	Sonny	Perdue	
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SNAP	Time	Limit	Does	Not	Lead	to	More	Work	
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But	Does	Lead	to	Caseload	Decline	
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A Preview of Coming Disasters? 

•  Advanced notice is round one 
•  Message:  the rule is harsh and 

unfair; making it harder for 
individuals or states is the wrong way 
to go 

•  Volume matters 
•  Templates are available 
•  Deadline: April 19 
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Priority: SNAP participants and work 

•  Mandate E&T for almost all adults, 
including parents 

•  Mandate 30 hours of E&T for all. 
•  Require households to have few 

assets to qualify for benefits 
•  Require photos on EBT card 
•  Drug test E&T participants 
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"We want to 
remove barriers 
to work and 
make it easier to 
get a job, while 
making sure 
public assistance 
it available for 
those who truly 
need it"    
 
Gov. Scott Walker 
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SNAP	Supports	Work	

SNAP	Work	Rates	
Have	Risen,	Especially	
Among	Households	
With	Children	and	
Adults	Who	Could	Be	
Expected	to	Work	
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Lots of Working Californians Use on SNAP 
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Priority:  The Truly Needy 
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Categorical Eligibility Supports Workers 
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Priority:  Waste, Fraud and Abuse 
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You	Can’t	Cut	SNAP	Without	Hurting	Eligible	Families	
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Questions?	
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