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Perspective 
Threats on the Horizon Last Two Years 



What to Expect when You Are Expecting Bad News 
 

Block	Grant	with	Deep	
Cuts	

Increased	“Work	
Requirements”	

Eligibility	or	Benefit	Cuts	

Harmful	Waivers	of	
Federal	Law	

Stigma	Proposals	

Possible	
Policies	 Congressional	Budget	

President	Trump	Budget	

Farm	Bill	

Welfare	“Reform”	2.0	

Possible	
Process	
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The Worst of the Storm Has Passed 
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Shutdown 
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State Legislation A Threat in Many States 
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Many States Also Face Medicaid Threats 
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Approved: AR, AZ, IN, KY*, MI, NH, WI 

Pending at CMS: AL, KS, MS, OH, OK, SD, TN, UT, VA 

Defeated in 2018: AK, CO, LA, MN, NC, PA, WY 

*KY	approval	vacated	by	court	on	6/29/18 	Note:	States	in	red	have	not	expanded	Medicaid	
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Status of Proposals  
To Take Medicaid Away From People Who Don’t Meet Work 

Requirements 



Regulatory Threats 
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•  Major Roll-back of Waivers 
from Three Month Time Limit.   

•  Comment period ends 
April 2. 



More Regulatory Threats 
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•  Expect “soon” a proposal to Limit 
Broad-based Categorical 
Eligibility.   

•  State flexibility on asset and 
income tests that almost every 
state has taken 

•  Public Charge final rule. 

•  Additional? 





How Well Is SNAP Reaching People? 
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Some Other States 
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Unemployment is Low 
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California Low-Income  
Population Falling, SNAP Flatter 
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California Program Access Index  
Nearly Doubled 
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But California Still Below Many States 
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2007	 2015	 2017	
California	–	Overall	Rate		 51%	 70%	
California	–	Working	Poor	 34%	 57%	
California	–	PAI	 35.5%	 60.2%	 62.3%	

Georgia	–	Overall	Rate		 64%	 86%	
Georgia	–	Working	Poor	 58%	 74%	
Georgia	–	PAI	 54.7%	 81.0%	 78.8%	

Nevada	–	Overall	Rate		 61%	 81%	
Nevada	–	Working	Poor	 49%	 77%	
Nevada	–	PAI	 35.4%	 76.6%	 85.1%	



California Has Lower Than Average Participation 
Among Seniors 
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Preliminary	CBPP	Estimate	–	Please	do	not	cite.	



Some is Because of SSI “Cash-out” 
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Preliminary	CBPP	Estimate	–	Please	do	not	cite.	



But Still Lots of Room For Improvement in Coming 
Years! 
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Preliminary	CBPP	Estimate	–	Please	do	not	cite.	



State/County Data 
Combined with: 
•  Policy 
•  Process 
•  Customer and Staff Experience and Input 
•  Innovate and Test 
•  CA can lead the way on assessing “chill” 

of anti-immigrant climate 

To Understand and Improve  
We Need to Dig 
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