AB 191 Sample Support Letter to the Author

Please consider submitting your support letter by March 15, 2013.

Assembly Member Bocanegra has introduced AB 191, Strengthening the Connection between CalFresh & Medi-Cal, a bill that would:

· Strengthen the connection between CalFresh and Medi-Cal by making households with a Medi-Cal recipient gross income-eligible for CalFresh up to 200% of the federal poverty level.

· Increase the likelihood that low-income Californians are provided a package of health benefits that includes CalFresh.

· Emphasize the role that nutrition plays in supporting overall health and well-being.

We encourage organizations, groups, and individuals to use the sample letter below or write their own letter in support of AB 191. Please send your letter of support to the author’s office.
Fax to the Assembly Member Bocanegra’s office at 916.319.2139

Email to Israel Salas at Israel.salas@asm.ca.gov 
Please “cc” California Food Policy Advocates by faxing a copy to 510.433.1131 
or emailing a copy to alexis@cfpa.net. 
Questions? Contact Alexis Fernández at 510.433.1122 x111 or alexis@cfpa.net
Date

The Honorable Raul Bocanegra

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 94249

Re: Support for AB 191(Bocanegra) 

Dear Assembly Member Bocanegra,

(Name of your organization) is writing in support of AB 191, legislation designed to improve alignment between CalFresh and Medi-Cal in an effort to ensure that low-income households receiving health benefits also receive nutrition benefits. 

Reduced food insecurity and improved access to nutritious foods are fundamental goals of CalFresh. These objectives are also strongly linked to supporting the overall health and well-being of participants. In an effort to further the connection between nutrition and health, the link between CalFresh and other health benefits should be strengthened. Moreover, through implementation of the Affordable Care Act, millions of low-income Californians will soon be newly eligible for Medi-Cal. There is no better time to connect low-income Californians with a comprehensive package of benefits, including CalFresh, that will truly support overall good health. 

A significant number of individuals receiving Medi-Cal are unaware that their household may also be eligible for CalFresh. In addition, some households with a Medi-Cal recipient may be net income eligible for CalFresh, but have a gross income above the current limit. As a result, the CalFresh gross income test is preventing otherwise eligible households with high need and high expenses, such as child care costs, from accessing these benefits. Efforts to ensure that low-income families receive a package of benefits that includes CalFresh and supports overall health and well-being are furthered by improved alignment between programs. 

AB 191 would make low-income households with a Medi-Cal recipient (with income up to 200% of the federal poverty level) categorically eligible for CalFresh, therefore removing a CalFresh income barrier. For households with a Medi-Cal recipient the CalFresh gross income test would be raised from the current limit of 130% FPL to 200% FPL. The net income test would still apply.

We support AB 191 because (choose one or more of the following reasons or add your own):

· AB 191 would boost CalFresh participation among households with a Medi-Cal recipient. California has the lowest CalFresh participation in the nation. At a time when low-income Californians continue struggling to make ends meet, increasing access to CalFresh should be a priority. Given the large Medi-Cal caseload that is currently eligible for CalFresh, but not participating, and the many Californians who will be newly eligible for Medi-Cal under the Affordable Care Act, there is no better time to strengthen the connection between the two programs.

· Nutrition plays a critical role in supporting overall health and well-being. Reduced food insecurity and improved access to nutritious foods are strongly linked to overall health and well-being. Yet, food insecurity and limited access to nutritious food continues to be a struggle faced by too many California families. We must work to implement strategies that reduce barriers to accessing nutrition benefits. Moreover, we should work toward developing stronger links between programs that work better together, such as CalFresh and Medi-Cal. Together, CalFresh and Medi-Cal benefits ensure that California’s families are able to thrive in good health. 

· AB 191 would bring California up to speed with the 27 other states that have taken similar steps to increase access to CalFresh. 27 other states have removed the asset test and raised the gross income limit for SNAP households. California has already used categorical eligibility to remove the CalFresh asset test; AB 191 would use this same tool to raise the gross income test for households with a Medi-Cal recipient. 

 (If you prefer, insert your own reason here) I believe my community, could benefit from AB 191 because…
(Name of your organization) supports AB 191 and thanks you for introducing this important legislation. 

Sincerely,

Your name and title
CC: Alexis Fernández, California Food Policy Advocates (sponsor)

