Letters of Support Needed for AB 1872 (Alejo) 

Improving Child Care Nutrition

Assembly Member Luis Alejo has introduced AB 1872, a bill that 1) sets the same minimum nutrition standard for foods served in licensed family day care homes as is currently required in all licensed child care centers and 2) requires licensing authorities to inform all child care providers about the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP), which could help providers pay for healthier foods.
AB 1872 passed the Senate Floor on Tuesday, August 28 with a vote of 23-13 and returned to the Assembly for concurrence. The Governor now has the bill and he must sign or veto it by September 30.  Please fax your letter of support to the Governor as soon as possible (fax: 916-558-3160). In addition, please email a copy to leg.unit@gov.ca.gov.

Below is a sample letter of support. You are urged to personalize this sample letter to explain why AB 1872 is needed and is valuable legislation!  Fact sheets and other info on the bill can be found at http://cfpa.net/improving-child-care-nutrition. 
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Questions? Contact Ellen Braff-Guajardo (510.301.0824) or Elyse Homel Vitale (858.449.3597)

 (Print Organizational Support Letters on Letterhead)

[Insert date] 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.

Governor of California

State Capitol, Room 2032

Sacramento, CA 95814
Via Facsimile 916.558.3160
Re: Request for Signature on AB 1872 (Alejo)

Dear Governor Brown,
[Insert name of your organization] writes in strong support of AB 1872, legislation to strengthen nutrition standards in child care. (Insert a sentence or two about your organization and how it relates to this legislation.)

Earlier this year you demonstrated your commitment to California’s health by establishing the “Let’s Get Healthy California Task Force.” AB 1872 directly supports the Task Force’s target priority of reducing childhood obesity by setting the expectation that minimum nutrition standards are required in all licensed child care settings.  With nearly 25% of children aged two to five overweight or obese, there is great need for improved nutrition in childcare. The adverse consequences of poor nutrition and obesity on health, academic performance, and productivity are well-known and well-documented. Given the increasingly important role child care plays for millions of working families in California, and the significant amount of time children spend in child care, we must ensure that children in all licensed child care settings enjoy healthy nutrition environments.  
Currently, no nutrition standards exist for foods served in licensed family day care homes in California. By contrast, for decades, licensed child care centers in California have been required to follow the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) meal pattern.  AB 1872 acts to close this child care nutrition gap by requiring that family day care homes also comply with the CACFP meal pattern. The CACFP meal pattern is simple, easy to follow, and is based on the four basic food groups: milk, vegetables/fruits, grains/breads, and meat/meat alternates. 
Additionally, AB 1872 obliges licensing authorities to inform all child care providers about how to participate in CACFP. Research in California shows that child care sites participating in CACFP serve more healthful foods and beverages than non-CACFP sites and generally have better physical activity environments. Through its reimbursements and technical assistance, CACFP contributes to the nutritional and economic safety net for young children and their families, boosts the local economy, and supports the sustainability of child care businesses (whether center or home-based), 
[You could also personalize this section by sharing your experience that highlights why this legislation is important to you] 

Health care costs are soaring and childhood obesity rates remain at epidemic proportions.  AB 1872 aims to alleviate the costs related to obesity and prevent the adverse impacts to health by supporting the early development of healthy eating habits.

AB 1872 is a key step toward creating healthy nutrition environments for California’s youngest residents. For these reasons, I urge your signature on AB 1872 (Alejo).
Sincerely,

Your name

Your organization

cc:
California Food Policy Advocates, Fax 510.433.1131
WHERE TO SEND YOUR LETTER OF SUPPORT:


Fax to Governor: 916-558-3160


Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:leg.unit@gov.ca.gov" ��leg.unit@gov.ca.gov�


Copy (by fax) to CFPA: 510.433.1131�











