
SB 464 (Hurtado) Sample Support Letter
SB 464 (Hurtado) will ensure our state’s nutrition safety net no longer discriminates on the basis of immigration status. In order to effectively address food insecurity, reduce poverty and homelessness, and support California’s recovery from the impact of COVID-19, it is critical that our state modernize the California Food Assistance Program and bring equity to our state’s nutrition safety net. California has a longstanding history of enacting inclusive policies and can end the unjust exclusion of immigrants from our state’s nutrition assistance program. 
How you can help: Submit a letter in support of SB 464 (Hurtado). Use this sample letter or write your own letter outlining the importance of this bill. After submitting your letter, please share your support via social media, emails, calls, and meetings. 
Please submit your letter by 5pm, June 24, 2021
Email letters to marisol.ibarra@sen.ca.gov; and jared@nourishca.org
and/or
submit directly through the State’s online Advocate Portal for Legislative Position Letters:
https://calegislation.lc.ca.gov/Advocates/ 
*NOTE: You will need to create an account for yourself/your organization to upload letters through the portal.
Organizations: please be sure to submit your letter on letterhead. 
Individuals: please be sure to include your mailing address in your letter. 
Questions? Contact Jared Call at jared@nourishca.org


[PLACE YOUR ORGANIZATION’S LETTERHEAD]
[Date] 
The Honorable Lisa Calderon
Chair, Assembly Human Services Committee
Legislative Office Building
1020 N Street, Room 124
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: Support for SB 464 (Hurtado): Food for All
Dear Chairperson Calderon,
[I am/Name of your organization is] writing in support of SB 464 (Hurtado), which would modernize the California Food Assistance Program (CFAP) to provide vital food assistance to households who are currently ineligible due to their immigration status. Thank you for your strong leadership to ensure our state’s nutrition safety net is equitable.
The COVID-19 pandemic is exacerbating hunger and hardship for many Californians, particularly our immigrant brothers and sisters. For immigrant workers, this pandemic has significantly affected their health, security, and income, resulting in high unemployment rates in industries like hospitality and food service
. At the same time, immigrants compose 36 percent of California’s essential workforce
. This includes over 1.2 million undocumented Californians working frontline jobs — risking COVID-19 exposure for low wages. Despite their many contributions, immigrants are explicitly and unjustly denied access to our most effective anti-hunger programs: CalFresh (known federally as SNAP) and the state-funded California Food Assistance Program. This systemic discrimination is increasing racial disparities in health and wealth, and hinders California’s ability to weather this and future recessions. 
Current laws exclude undocumented immigrants, Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipients, Temporary Protected Status (TPS) holders, and certain visa holders from CFAP and CalFresh eligibility. California established CFAP in response to 1996 federal welfare reform that ended SNAP eligibility for many documented immigrants, but the program wasn’t made fully inclusive. Today, CFAP serves about 38,000 “qualified immigrants”who lost federal SNAP eligibility. Many more could be reached if we improve the program to accurately reflect the needs and makeup of California’s immigrant population.
 
[If you would like to, insert your own reason(s) for supporting SB 464 here.] 
In order to effectively address increasing food insecurity, reduce poverty and homelessness, and support an equitable recovery from the impact of COVID-19, it is critical that California modernize CFAP and bring equity to our state’s nutrition safety net. California has a longstanding history of enacting inclusive policies and has the power to end the exclusion of immigrants from our nutrition assistance programs. Until all California residents can access nutrition assistance if and when they need it, our institutions will not fully reflect the state’s values of equity and inclusion.
Ensuring immigrant Californians are treated fairly and have sufficient food are important steps toward an equitable California where prosperity is shared by all. Now is the time for California to champion bold policies and put forth a different vision for our nation, one where all Californians — regardless of immigration status — have the food they need. 
For these reasons, we strongly support SB 464, and urge your ‘aye’ vote on SB 464 to improve access to nutrition assistance for California immigrants.
Sincerely,
[Your name and title]
[Your organization, if applicable]
cc: Members, Assembly Human Services Committee

     Jared Call, Nourish California (sponsor)
     Sarah Dar, California Immigrant Policy Center (co-sponsor)
� https://calbudgetcenter.org/resources/californias-unemployment-remains-high/


� https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2311502420952752


� https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/research-and-data/calfresh-data-tables/dfa256 





